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Board of Directors Vote to Change Ritual 

“An Important Ritual Announcement from Delta Sigma Pi’s Board of Directors” 

read the subject of the startling email many collegiate members and alumni 

received on October 3. It seemed to many that these ritual changes came 

without any warning, but they’d been coming for quite a long time. The hazing 

risks associated with Part I of initiation created quite a debacle at Grand Chapter 

Congress. Numerous chapters told their story - that they were at risk of getting 

kicked off their campuses if our initiation ceremony didn’t change.  

While Part I of initiation doesn’t directly violate Texas Tech University’s hazing 

policy, it does fall into the “gray area.” Part I of initiation can be very nerve 

racking to pledges, even when they aren’t at risk of being removed from 

pledging process. Nobody wants to be the person who got the question wrong. 

Texas Tech’s hazing policy asks, “Is it causing emotional distress or stress of any 

kind to myself or others?” If any Brother could answer yes to that question, it 

constitutes hazing.  

Part I of initiation also directly violates the hazing policies of Delta Sigma Pi. Our 

hazing policy states that “pledge interviews or questioning in front of a large 

group of Brothers” is considered hazing. Shouting at pledges, gavel banging, and 

frequent use of the words “respect” and “tradition” are hazing too. How could 

we, as a fraternity, go against our own hazing policies just because “we had to 

do it?”  

This was the question Grand Chapter Congress spent six emotional hours 

deliberating. Our president, Hannah Stevens, voted to remove Part I. “Removing 

Part I of initiation provides a more inclusive and positive initiation experience,” 

said Hannah Stevens when asked why she voted that way. In the end, the 

proposal to eliminate Part I of initiation failed.  

The Board of Directors knew that keeping Part I would only hurt the national 

fraternity in the long run. We would lose chapters across the nation that our 

Brothers had worked hard to establish. They chose to save many of our chapters 

by invoking their power to overrule Grand Chapter Congress and remove Part I 

of initiation.  

Our fraternity is constantly evolving. If it wasn’t, we wouldn’t be coed, we’d still 

have to wear blindfolds, and initiation would violate the hazing policies of every 

school in the nation. Fraternities and sororities cannot survive if their culture 

doesn’t evolve with the times. While we may not always like these changes, they 

are in our best interest at the end of the day. The Brothers who go through this 

new initiation ceremony are not any less of a Brother than we are, just like we 

are not any less a Brother than those who were initiated in 1907.  
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“Society and college 

environments are ever evolving. 

And it is our obligation to ensure 

Delta Sigma Pi evolves along 

with them.” – Tricia Smith, Grand 

President  

October News from 

Beta Upsilon  

 

01.  Ritual Changes 

02. Deltasigs giving 

back 

03. Donate to the Beta 

Upsilon chapter of Delta 

Sigma Pi  

“Removing Part I of initiation 

provides a more inclusive and 

positive experience.” -Hannah 

Stevens, Beta Upsilon Chapter 

President 



 

Deltasigs Give Back 

     November will be a busy month for Deltasigs in Lubbock. We’ll be spending the             

next three weeks giving back to our community. This Saturday, 15 of our 

brothers will be making street tacos for the families living at Ronald McDonald 

House. The following week, our members will be helping our furry friends at 

Haven Animal Shelter on Saturday, followed by serving brunch at Ronald 

McDonald house on Sunday. Finally, we’ll be serving at High Point Village on 

Wednesday, November 13th.  

With the holidays quickly approaching, there couldn’t be a better time to serve. 

Our chapter is proud to spend the next few weeks serving the community that 

helps us pursue our educational and career goals! 

    Donate to the Beta Upsilon Chapter  

 

Scan the QR code to donate to the Beta Upsilon chapter or 

visit https://www.dspttu.com/alumni. We greatly 

appreciate any support you can give us. Donating to our 

chapter helps us fund our professional events, community 

service events, and trips to Lead or Grand Chapter 

Congress.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to stay updated with the Beta Upsilon chapter of Delta Sigma Pi!  

https://www.dspttu.com/alumni

